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	Coming Events
October 22, 7 pm

Community Meeting, South County Government Center

October 25, 2003

Lee District Open House

January 31, 2004

Mount Vernon District Open House

Officers

Karl Moody, President and Fundraiser 703-360-8003

Mimi Pollow, Vice President, Treasurer, and Webmaster 703-780-3010

Janina Plinsky, Marketing and Publication 703-360-6305

Monique D. Moody, Special Events Coordinator 703-360-8003

Renee Priore, Volunteer

Ann Stewart, Volunteer

Meredith Borakove, DVM

Hollin Hall Animal Hospital

Website:

www.pollow.com/dogpark/
Email:

mountvernonareadog@att.net
Mailing Address:

P O Box 15015

Alexandria, VA 22309 

703-360-6305
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	Fairfax County Citizens want

More Dog Parks

The Fairfax County Park Authority conducted a survey last year asking citizens how they wanted tax dollars spent.  Fifty-six percent of respondents wanted the county to purchase more land for open space.  Second on the list of places to spend our money was to maintain the existing facilities, followed by development of biking and walking trails, and upgrading existing athletic facilities.  In response to this survey, the FCPA is planning on building 177 more fields for soccer, lacrosse and field hockey, 70 more baseball and softball diamonds, 120 playgrounds, ten skate parks, eight golf courses, three lakefront parks, and an equestrian facility. 

What about dogs? The county is planning 7 more dog parks!  The goal is to have 2 in each supervisory district.  I think that the dog park at Grist Mill will be the first in Mount Vernon District.  Lee District has the one at South Run in Springfield.  Now we need to work on locating sites for the second ones in each district. 

Where did dog parks rank among all the choices?  Before rectangular (soccer) and diamond fields!  One comment in the article by Brian Trompter in the Sun Gazette was that the County was responding to the noisest of its citizens by planning so many rectangular and diamond fields.  The county has figured that it needs one rectangular field for every 2,270 residents.  We will have one dog park for 8,000 dogs.  

Summer Doggie Socials

On June 21, 2003 we had a doggie social as planned, though some might say it was on the sly.  The scheduler for Grist Mill Park events denied us the meeting space at the park due to the soccer leagues.  The denial was not based on the thought that the dog park crowds, both people and dogs, would take up so much space at the park that there would be no place to kick the ball, but rather the parking situation.  If you have been at a park when there is a soccer game, you will understand her concern.  Janina and Mimi went out to the park to meet with anyone who showed up for the doggie social and to pass out literature to soccer families.  There were NO cars when they pulled in at 10 and until noon there were no non-dog park cars in the lot.  I guess the soccer leagues decided not to meet that day.  There were about 20 people and the same number of dogs, including Bubbles who has become the champion fundraiser for the park.  Bubbles, a 12 pound Shih-Tzu challenged every dog there to match her fundraising dollar for dollar.

The park scheduler did give us permission for a doggie social on July 5, 2003.  Though the crowd was smaller than at the illegal social, probably due to it being on a holiday weekend, it was just as friendly.

We are still trying to schedule at social in the fall on a Saturday morning where we can have giveaways, a raffle, and speakers.  We will let you know the date as soon as we know it.

Donations

An update on the amount donated towards our goal of $15,000 --- $ 4,500.00 or 30% of the goal.  

This month we are sending an appeal to businesses in Mount Vernon and Lee Districts for contributions.  Businesses and individuals will be recognized for their contributions in some way either on the web page or at the dog park.


Publicity
We have been very fortunate to have articles written about our efforts in both the Mount Vernon Voice and the Mount Vernon Gazette.  

Upcoming Opportunities
We are applying for an information booth at both the Lee District Supervisor’s Open House on October 25, 2003, and the Mount Vernon District Supervisor’s Open House on January 31, 2004.  We plan to show our urban dog park video, hand out information, and talk with attendees.  

The Northern Virginia Dog Park Coalition has sent a questionnaire to 83 candidates for office in the November election, asking about their knowledge and attitude toward dog parks.  In early October there will be a press release detailing the responses.  A copy of the questionnaire and the results will be on the web page.  The next issue of this newsletter will be out in mid-October and will feature the results.  











