Pet’s Corner

    This is a new column in the newsletter dedicated to helping the pets and their owners in our community enjoy life in the community and beyond.  For those who do not have a pet, this column can be just as beneficial to you by keeping you informed about events that your neighbors are involved with or help you decide on getting a pet.  Before I start, Scruffy the dog and Spot the cat, our residential mascots, would like to say Hi to all of the pets in the Pinewood Lake Community.

   Our first topic to discuss was mentioned to me by Scruffy.  He has noticed a large increase in the amount of dog feces left in some areas of the community.  He says although he enjoys sniffing his friends in their rear, he does not like to encounter their waste in places where he plays.  He said he could identify them from their smell but he is no rat.  He did suggest I provide a few tips to the owners of the offenders to help make picking up the waste of a dog easier. (Spot started to laugh since he never has this problem.  His owner always makes sure he always has a clean litter box.)

    There are many models of pooper-scoopers on the market.  These gadgets work pretty well but may be too cumbersome or expensive for many of you.  There are alternatives that are less expensive and easier to use.  I tried using newspaper first but found that to be a little messy and smelly.  It was a neighbor who told me the secret: Use small plastic bags.  Once the pet has pooped, the owner can put his/her hand through the bag, grab the waste, pull it through and tie the bag all in a few seconds.  Many of the owners say they use the plastic bag that their daily newspaper comes in.  Some use their discarded supermarket plastic bags.  I started using inexpensive diaper bags purchased at the dollar store (100 bags for $1.)  I found that they are just the right size for the job. 

   No matter what you use, scooping your dog’s pop is the law and is courteous to not only the owner but also the pet. Spot and Scruffy have to go for a walk so we will give you more tips next month. If you have any question, comments or concerns or have a tip you want to share with the community email us at: mountvernonareadog@att.net
