Hello Everyone.  This is another addition of Pet Corner.  Hopefully everyone has had time to digest the last article and has taken Scruffy’s advice to heart.  Remember, pick up after your pet.  Now that we are finished with that, Spot and Scruffy have brought something to my attention.   Spring is upon us.  Yes, the flowers are blooming and the return of warm weather and longer days is upon us.  Traditionally, this is the time for most people to do spring cleaning.  As you make room by throwing away old stuff, make a space for a new pet.

     The spring is a great time to introduce a new pet to the household.  Because it is not cold, it gives you the owner plenty of time to house train your new pet.  Also,  April showers bring more than just May flowers.  Most of us have probably now seen the new additions to the duck family at the lake.  Many animals take the change in season as a queue to reproduce.  Unfortunately, many of these new additions are unwanted and end up killed by the parents or at the pound awaiting termination.  Many pets at the pound are also the result of the owner moving away without them.   Eventually this leaves the state with a terrible burden of terminated this animals or sending some away for medical research.  Scruffy and Spot were both rescued from the pound.  They celebrate each and everyday of freedom by attacking life and trying to save more of their comrades.  Most people think of only getting a dog from a breeder.  Although this is not a bad option, it can be expensive and leave you with a dog with undesirable qualities if you do not know what to look for when you go to pick up your new pet.  Pets from the pound usually have a better disposition.  Although most are mixed breeds, some thoroughbreds can be found.


  But what are the benefits?  Most health organization say that the owning any pet can boost the life expectancy of the owner.   This may be due to the return in love by the pet to the owner.  For dog owners, it might be attributed to the boost in exercise from walking the dog. For many who live alone, having a companion waiting at home is reason enough.  Many have heard of the pets warning the owner of danger or alerting neighbors to some mishap of the owner.  Can a price tag be put on these benefits?

  Spot asked me to say that not everyone should get a pet.  Spot’s previous owner was never around and took very little time to get to know him.  If you do not have the time and cannot rearrange your schedule to accommodate a pet, please refrain from getting a pet.


Well, my time is up.  Below is a list of animal shelters and numbers in the area.  Go by and take a look.  Also, Petsmart at Potomac Yards is having an Adoption fair at the beginning of May.  For more information of for comments please email me at mountvernonareadog@att.net
Animal Welfare League of Alexandria (703) 838-4775

Humane Society of Fairfax County      (703) 385-7387

D.C. Animal Control Division
  (202) 576-6664

