Hi everyone.  Your first question has to be what happened to Pet Corner.  Well, Scruffy and Spot had gotten such a big head because they found out people where reading their column, that they decided to try and get some gigs in Hollywood.  Unfortunately, most of the parts were taken.  Spot got a part on Bewitched: The Movie but that movie was cancelled after the first scene.  Scruffy was an extra on the Terminator 3 set but he never really got to be in the same scene with Arnold.  When they returned with heavy hearts and no fame, they discovered a new baby who occupied their place in the house.  Spot and Scruffy had fallen another notch on the power totem pole in Pinewood Lake.  It has been rather difficult for the two happy go lucky guys.  Luckily there owner did do some research and mad the transition as painless as possible.  Through all of it, the guys learned a lot and want to share some of the things they learned.

First, both wanted to let everyone know that they love play partners and the thought of another person in the house who might want to play with them is great.  But please remember folks, they have feelings too.  Aggressively trying to acclimate the two to live in the same environment while wanting the same amount of attention is crazy.  As much as Scruffy wants more and more dogs in the neighborhood, he thinks it is better to have either the kid or the puppy or kitten in place and settled before bringing in the other. Many people think that bringing in a new pet with a new baby will permanently seal the two for life.  Unfortunately, additional pressure will be applied to the fragile relationship between a new parent and baby and/or a new owner and pet. Both need a lot of attention during the first year of their life. Young, healthy, puppies and kittens can often be quite nippy. Do not interpret this normal behavior as viciousness. It is important to teach children to avoid using their hands for play. Should your pet begin nipping, simply give it a toy and leave it alone for a few minutes.  Babies and toddlers love to pull and bite.  The last thing you would want to happen is to teach the child and the dog that it is ok to nip at each other.

  Also, Scruffy and Spot both agree that extra treats and time are important and helped them through the first few months of the new tenant.  Attention is important to them because it lets them know that the new baby did not replace them.  A new toy or a special dinner would be a very good idea. Taking your dog to a dog park (more later) or just out for exercise will do a lot to improve your pets moral.

Spot wanted to let everyone know that cats do not take the souls of baby.  According to some versions of the superstition, breath-sucking cats are attracted to infants by the scent of milk. Experts say that's bunk. Cats are curious by nature and love to curl up next to other warm bodies. If the cat's in the cradle, it's not likely looking for anything other than a comfy place to snooze.

Scruffy would like everyone to be aware that not all of his four legged companions like litt precious bundles of joys.  Some of his more aggressive compadres are not suited to handle sharing the house with the baby and can do nasty things to baby.

Scruffy recently heard that one of his favorite charity groups Muddy Hole Farm Dog Park Supporters have changed their names to Mount Vernon D.O.G.  The group has changed from having a dog park at Muddy Hole Farm Park in favor of a huge 1 acre romper fest for him and his friends.  For those who are interested in getting an update on the Dog Park or want to learn more about the developments, please come to an information meeting on May 14, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. at the South County Government Center.  As stated earlier, this would help dogs who are have found themselves one step lower on the power totum pole.  For more information about this event or to ask a question about this article or any issues related to pets, please email Scruffy and  Spot at mailto:mountvernonareadog@att.net. Till next time… A BIG ROOF ROOF AND MEOW MEOW.
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