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	Coming Events
October 22, 7 pm

Community Meeting, South County Government Center

October 25, 2003

Lee District Open House

Lane Elementary School

7137 Beulah Street

Springfield, VA

January 31, 2004

Mount Vernon District Open House

Officers

Karl Moody, President and Fundraiser 703-360-8003

Mimi Pollow, Vice President, Treasurer, and Webmaster 703-780-3010

Janina Plinsky, Marketing and Publication 703-360-6305

Monique D. Moody, Special Events Coordinator 703-360-8003

Renee Priore, Volunteer

Ann Stewart, Volunteer

Meredith Borakove, DVM

Hollin Hall Animal Hospital

Website:

www.pollow.com/dogpark/
Email:

mountvernonareadog@att.net
Mailing Address:

P O Box 15015

Alexandria, VA 22309 

703-360-6305

Mount Vernon Area DOG

P O Box 15015

Alexandria, VA 22309

	Candidates Support Dog Parks (which they haven’t seen and which don’t cost tax dollars)

The Northern Virginia Dog Park Coalition (NVDPC), a partnership of 15 dog park sponsoring organizations, released the results of a survey of all the candidates in the November election.  The results of the survey by location can be found on our webpage.  Over half of the candidates responded. Although most had not visited a dog park, they did have a basic understanding for the recreational needs of humans and their canine companions.  Some of the candidates proudly displayed their dog park credentials, “I helped to establish the [Herndon] park “, “I was the first to champion puppy parks in Fairfax County”, “helped to lead the effort to amend the County Code to allow dogs off-leash in dog parks.”  

Others may not have done anything about dog parks even though they wrote fondly of their dogs, “I am the proud owner of Maggie,” I visit the dog park regularly with my beagle, Buddy,” “we have two grandpuppies.” 

Many of the candidates addressed the funding issue.  Those who are running for state offices mentioned that this is a local issue and that they would not raise it at the state level even if they did support it. Many candidates linked general parks spending and dog parks.  A county supervisor candidate spoke for those of us working for Grist Mill when he wrote about western Loudoun County “we are in dire need of parks.”

The NVDPC and the Mount Vernon Area Dogs will not endorse any candidate in this election.  We do ask you to view the results of the survey on the webpage to broaden your current knowledge of the candidates.  

Corporate Contributors

In August we sent a mailing to the businesses in the Mount Vernon and Lee Districts requesting contributions.  Though no business sent us $10,000, we did get contributions from 4 businesses.  They are Globe Travel, Bone Voyage, Fort Hunt Cleaners, and Agape Christian Academy.  We strongly recommend frequenting these four contributors along with Petco and Pretty Pets who supported Mount Vernon Area DOG in the early years.  And thank them for their contribution to our success.  If you know of a business that is dog friendly, ask them to contribute to Mount Vernon Area DOG.  They will get a mention in the newsletter, a listing on the webpage and at the dog park.  If you have seen the dog park video we have been showing at the community meetings, you may remember the pillars of bone plaques where contributors were recognized. We plan to do something similar and are keeping track of who has contributed how much.  Speaking of contributions we are over 1/3 of the way along the path to the dogpark.  

Appearances – October 25

Haven’t been able to make a community meeting?  Come see us at the Lee District Supervisor’s Open House, Saturday, October 25, 2003 from 9 to 1.  The Open House will be at Lane Elementary School, 7137 Beulah Street, Springfield, VA.  


Pet Set
Kudos to the Washington Post’!  Every week there is a section on pets called Pet Set in the Sunday Source.  Recent topics covered dog breeders, pit bulls, Clarendon (a dog friendly place), and grief over a pet’s death.  The Post weekend section a couple of weeks ago had a piece on places where you can eat with your dog.  Some were similar to Doggie Happy Hour at the Old Town Alexandria and were called Yappy Hour.  The DC yappy hours are usually fundraisers for the Washington Humane Society and one is on Wednesday nights.  You could dine with your dog, weather permitting, Tuesday through Thursday.   

Snippets

The Norfolk (VA) SPCA recently sponsored a dog painting fundraising event.  No, you don’t paint your dog.  For a $20 donation, your pooch dips his paws into washable paint and then onto canvas.  The Norfolk SPCA raised $600 and many people now have refrigerator art from their canine companions.   Nice idea for gifts, too.  Watch this newsletter for your little Petcasso to realize his artistic potential. 

Every year $1.5 billion is spent on pet food, four times the amount that is spent on baby food.  Go ahead, it is okay to buy the expense stuff for Rover, everyone else is doing it.

80% of dog owners buy their pooches presents for holidays and birthdays.  More than half sign letters and cards from themselves and their pets. 











